Lacquerware ——

The lacquerwares made in Wajima City, Ishikawa
Prefecture are called wajima-nuri, or wajima
lacquerware, which is prepared by repeatedly
covering wood or paper with lacquer. The lacquer
used for such craftworks is sap taken and processed
from Japanese lacquer trees. This natural resin
paint mainly consists of urushiol and may cause

allergy. It also contains a catalyst called laccase,

_,; and helps the lacquer to
2 . Dbe oxidized in the air and
polymerize to make a real
hard coating. The climate
in Japan, especially in
Wajima, provides the desired
humidity and temperature for

this polymerization reaction.

Sap from urushi tree

Painting urushi

Japanese lacquerware is believed to have a history
of around 6800 years, and the oldest lacquerware
has been excavated in Ishikawa. Some of the
reasons why lacquering has flourished around
Wajima area may have been that essential materials
for making lacquerware (tree that provides
lacquer and wood for woodworks as well as good
diatomite) were abundantly available, and that there
were also active markets thanks to the seaports
nearby.

Here is how a lacquerware is made. Making of a
wajima-nuri starts with obtaining a quality wooden
basis. Any fragile parts are reinforced by putting
fabric pieces using lacquer. As primer coating,
mixture of lacquer and jinoko (powdered diatomite)
is applied for more than twice, and raw lacquer is
applied to further reinforce breakable points. Then
middle and finish coatings of lacquer are applied
before various decorative techniques, for example,
makie (painting in colored lacquer) or chinkin (sunken
gold). For more gorgeous decoration, red color
may be added to lacquer using pigments such as
colcothar, and thinly polished seashells or gold foils

may be embedded on the surface.
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Bathing is one of popular customs in Japan, and we have a lot of occasions to
use public baths. In urban areas, there are public bath houses called sento, which
are also places for social interaction among the inhabitants. A volcanic country
Japan has also a lot of natural hot springs, or onsen, all around the nation. Onsen
often contains ions that are beneficial

™ m to our health, and bathing in onsen

g ¥ has been used to cure various kinds of
wounds and diseases. The NYC also
has communal bathrooms with bath
tubs. There are some strict rules to

follow when using communal bathrooms.
Learn them and enjoy bathing!

Wash yourself before
going into the tub.
Do not put towels or
soap in the tub.

Do not wear underwear
in the tub.
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