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Kamakura is an old city; this was where the Kamakura bakufu 
(shogunate) was based from late 12th century to mid-14th 
century. There are still many historic temples and Shinto shrines which 
have been there since the Kamakura period. The Tsurugaoka Hachimangu 
shrine built in 1063 is a symbolic one; it enshrines the guardian god 
for the Genji family, the founders of Kamakura bakufu. This shrine 
still attracts a lot of worshippers and visitors and is a favorite spot for 
the Hatsumoude, the year’s first visit to a shrine. The Great Buddha of 
Kamakura (Kamakura daibutsu) is another famous symbol of this town. 
This huge bronze statue is believed to have been erected in 13th century, 
and was housed in a huge hall after completion; however, the hall was 
now said to be destroyed by natural disasters and never rebuilt since then. 
Therefore, it has been sitting outside as we can see today.
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Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony of the Olympiad was held at NYC Large Hall from 9:30 am of July 
20.  After addresses by Prince Akishino, Vice Minister Masaharu Nakagawa (MEXT), Dr. 
Duckhwan Lee (Chair of Steering Committee of IChO), and Dr. Ryoji Noyori (Chair of IChO 
2010), Hayate Saito of Japan team made an oath.

Great Buddha of Kamakura

Tsurugaoka Hachimangu shrine

The Chemistry Olympiad has begun

We swear Fair Play!

Everyone is carefully
listening to the speech.

Chemistry: the key to our future

Shishimai


